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Wildlife Center Classroom Series: 
 “Can You See Me Now?”  
 Camouflage in wildlife. 

 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2013 
Comment From Dori  
BONG, tht would be the clock :)  

 
Comment From CarolinGirl  
Ok, lunch in my lap( well, on a plate!). I am ready!!  

 
Comment From Dori  
and that would be me here woo hooing  

 
Comment From Guest  
WOO Hoo, I am here, lunch ready and buddy on cam and class about to start.  

 
Co  en    o   a e    ๏   ๏)  
Our kids are so excited for class!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Good afternoon everyone! 
 

Comment From CarolinGirl  
Hi "Teach"!  

 
Comment From Dori  
Howdy Raina, we are excited, can you tell  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Me too! 
 

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Hello Raina!  

 
Comment From 33mama  
Hi Raina! Happy Wednesday!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Happy Wednesday! 
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Comment From Guest  
Good afternoon. AN  

Comment From ♥ Jakermo ♥  
I'm excited.  

 
Comment From moms43 in PA  
Hi Raina! Love your turtle!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Thank you. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
So, have we intrigued you enough with our title? Can you see me now? 
 

 

 
Wildlife Center Classroom Series on Wednesday at 1:00 p.m.! 
 

 
Wildlife Center Classroom Series Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. Eastern! 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV 
Welcome to the September Wildlife Center Classroom Series! 
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Comment From ♥ Jakermo ♥  
Yep, really like the title. Esp the owl.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Does anyone have any guesses about what we will be talking about today? 
 

 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Love your turtle Raina. Very cute.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
And what is my turtle trying to do? 
 

 
Comment From VA Kris  
Hide maybe?  

 
Comment From CarolinGirl  
Hide?  

 
Comment From BarbG  
blend into surroundings  

 
Comment From moms43 in PA  
Your turtle is trying to be not noticed  

 
Comment From 33mama  
Become invisible. Hide from predators.  

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
How animals camo themselves from danger?  

 
Comment From moms43 in PA  
Camouflage  

 
Comment From jmm  
Camoflague!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Yes! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
My little turtle avatar is trying to blend in with his surroundings...using camouflage! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Today we're going to talk about how different animals use color to help them blend in with their surroundings. 
 

 
Comment From CarolinGirl  
He needs to close his eyes! :-)  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
(very true) 
 



Wildlife Classroom Series: “Can you see me now?” Camouflage in wildlife. Page 4 
 

Comment From Guest  
camouflage - blending into surroundings as a protective measure  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Right. Camouflage is a defense (for prey) or a tactic (for predators). As a simple definition, camouflage is an animal's color 
and/or form which help that animal to best mask its location, identity, and movement. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
And an animal's camouflage is developed based on that animal's physiology. In other words, an animal with fur will use its 
fur as part of its camouflage. An animal with an exoskeleton (like an insect) may rely on its form for camouflage. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Before we talk about specifics, let's play a game to warm up! 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
You like games, right? 
 

Comment From ♥ Jakermo ♥  
okay  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Right!  

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
Sure do!  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
We play them all the time  

 
 Comment From Dori  
Are there prizes?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Points. 
 

  
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Games? Goodie.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Ok.. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
These photos were taken by wildlife photographer Art Wolfe. 
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Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 
 

  
Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 
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Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 
 

  
Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
(be prepared…this is a picture-heavy class) 
 

  
Comment From Dori  
LOL Love pics  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
I'm going to give you the whoooole class to think about what animals might be hiding in those pictures. We'll reveal 
what/where they are at the end. So stick around! 

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
I see all but one that are hidden!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
They can be tricky! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Now that you are all prepared to look really hard at lots of pictures...let's really get started. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Now, camouflage may seem like a simple topic, but it can be pretty complex. There is a lot of science behind camouflage, 
relating to natural selection and pigments and biochromes in the skin… 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
But today, we’re going to focus on how animals use camouflage and the different types of camouflage. And although 
camouflage comes in several different forms and can be used many ways, we’re going to talk about just a few types. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Let’s start with one of the basic concepts of camouflage called countershading. This can be kind of tricky to explain...but I 
will do my best. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Countershading is when an animal is darker on top and lighter underneath. Countershading is widespread in the animal 
kingdom – from land to sea – and it helps animals in a couple of different ways. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
First of all, it helps the animal by naturally accounting for self-shadowing. So, if you shine a light on a rounded object (like 
the sun shining down on an animal) the top will naturally be lighter and brighter than the underside, which will be 

shadowed. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
By shading the top part of the body, that natural lightness is counteracted and the animal’s color is evened out. An even 
coloring helps the animal to appear flat and blend in better with its surroundings when viewed from the side. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
This graphic explains it pretty well. 
 

 



Wildlife Classroom Series: “Can you see me now?” Camouflage in wildlife. Page 8 
 

  
Countershading explained. Photo Credit: Chiswick Chap 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Imagine the top cyclinder was squirrel that is all brown, and the second cylinder represents that same squirrel with a 
lightened belly (no sun shining down). The third cylinder shows the even-shading that results from a squirrel with 

countershading when a light source is added. 
 
 Comment From Guest  
Best countershading in VA is the trout!!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Good example! 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Countershading allows the animal to blend into two different settings.  
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
One of my favorite examples is the Rough Greensnake. 
 

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/


Wildlife Classroom Series: “Can you see me now?” Camouflage in wildlife. Page 9 
 

  
Rough Greensnake. Photo Source: Virginia Herp Society 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
So if we look at the dorsal side (top side) of a Rough Greensnake, the scales are primarily bright green. The ventral side 
(underneath) has white-yellow scales. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
If the Rough Greensnake is moving along the ground or climbing up a tree, it blends in well with grass, leaves and bushes. 
So if a hawk was circling above, the bird might have a difficult time locating the snake because of its camouflage. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
If that same snake was climbing in a tree, and we were to look up into that tree, the snake would blend in very well with 
the sunlight shining through the tree branches because of its light belly. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
We see countershading on many animals (including Congo's beloved squirrels!) 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Here are some other examples... 
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Worm-eating Warbler #13-0570 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Notice the lighter belly on this little bird. 
 

 

  
Pronghorn. Photo Credit:Yathin S Krishnappa 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
the blocks of white on this pronghorn antelope help to balance out the self-shadowing along the neck, rump, and belly. 
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Comment From jmm  
So much for my theory that light bellies = the soft and fluffy parts!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Ha! I think that theory is definitely blown out the water with this next one... 
 

 

  
Photo Source: National Geographic. Photo Credit: Brian J. Skerry Even Great White Sharks are countershaded! 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Imagine swimming over a shark..the top is dark, so looking down he would blend in with the deep, dark water. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
If you were below him, you'd look at his pale stomach and it would blend in better with the sunlight shining through the 
top of the water. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Pretty neat, right? 
 

  
Comment From jmm  
The shark was a perfect example!  

 
 Comment From jmm  
or alligator!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Oh yes! 
 

  
Comment From CarolinGirl  
This is so neat. Always noticed the countershading but didn't realize exactly why it is there! Cool!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Now let’s talk about concealing coloration, or background matching: 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Oh wait...does everyone understand countershading...basically? 
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Comment From Sweetpea  
Also sea turtles have light bellies  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Yes! You'll start noticing it on a LOT of animals. 
 

 
 Comment From 33mama  
Yep. Got that.  

 
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
pretty much.  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Yes!  

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
Yes, basically ..  

 
 Comment From Dori  
yep, ready to advance  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Ok. Good. On to concealing coloration, or background matching: 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Most often, an animal develops camouflage to blend in with its background 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
So an animal that spends most of its time in trees will develop camouflage that helps it blend in with bark or leaves. It 
wouldn't help that animal very much to have camouflage that helps it blend in with sand :) 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Let’s look at one of my all-time favorite predators… 
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Bobcat 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Bobcat! 
 

  
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Handsome Bob. 

 
 Comment From cwerb  
note the evil smile..  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Love Bobcats but would [refer to not meet up with one!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Agreed. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Notice how the Bobcat’s fur matches the gray-brown of his surroundings. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
If he was a brighter color, he would stand out against the trees, dead leaves, and dirt, and his prey would be able to easily 
identify him as he approached. Additionally, his fur is not a solid color. He has some spotting and shading in his fur. This 

helps to break up his shape (we’ll talk more about this in a few minutes). 
 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
Remember when Dr. Dana was here with the bobcat.  
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Yes, of course. What an epic surgery. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The next animal is pretty awesome, though not native to Virginia. So do we have any Alaskans/Canadians with us today? 
 

  
Comment From cwerb  
well, my mother is Canadian if that counts.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Hm. I suppose that counts? 
 

 

  
Arctic Fox in the Winter. Photo Credit: US Fish and Wildlife 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
This fox spends its life in the snow and ice covered tundra. The white fur helps it blend seamlessly into its background. 
 

  
Comment From cwerb  
ooh an arctic fox, eh? (that's Canadian speak)  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Ha! 
 

  
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
So hard to find! Les in UK can't find the one in the photo she took! LOL  
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Their camouflage is pretty amazing. 
 

  
Comment From lesley uk  
I have seen an arctic fox and took a photo of it. Cant see it at all!!!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
However, this bright white fur doesn’t do much to help camouflage the fox in the summer months…when the snow has 
melted and the surroundings are no longer white. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
So the Arctic Fox has a summer coat that helps it to better blend in with the seasonal changes. 
 

  
Comment From Pat, NJ  
So then he turns brown for the season.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Correct! 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Ready for a dramatically different photo of an Arctic Fox? 
 

  
Arctic Fox in summer with gray coat. 
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Arctic Fox in summer with brown coat. 
 
 Comment From Melinda in NC  
wow!  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Aw...  

 
 Comment From jmm  
Evolution at it's best!  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Interesting.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The Arctic Fox’s summer coat is gray or brown, and it prevents the fox from standing out too much again the summer flora. 
 

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Oh my! Beautiful differences.  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Wow, amazing!  

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
amazing!  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
he has a great wardrobe  

http://www.coveritlive.com/


Wildlife Classroom Series: “Can you see me now?” Camouflage in wildlife. Page 17 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
There are many different animals that rely on seasonal changes to their fur to help them camouflage. 
 

  
Comment From Guest  
Isn't there also a hare or rabbit that changes like the arctic fox?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
There most certainly is. 
 

  
This Snowshoe Hare is working really hard to change his colors for the winter! Photo Credit: D Sykes on Flickr 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
This might be my favorite photo from this class. Look at those ears! 
 

  
Comment From ♥ Jakermo ♥  
Oh, that is a cute picture too!!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Similarly to the Arctic fox, the Snowshoe Hare has white fur in the winter months and brown fur in the summer. 
 

  
Comment From CarolinGirl  
Yep, the ears are ready!  

 
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
The better to hear you with, my dear.  
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 Comment From cwerb  
TOO TOO CUTE BUNNY  

 
 Comment From Janeinstpetefl  
That hare is gorgeous.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
White-tailed deer also have two different coats: a gray winter coat, and a reddish-brown summer coat. 
 

 
 

 
White-tailed Deer in winter versus summer 
    
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Wow, did not realize that!  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
I've seen that - the deer change color so rapidly in OCtober or so  

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
did not know this about the white tail deer  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Speaking of White-tailed Deer…they use another type of camouflage that I’d like to talk about next. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Disruptive coloration. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The idea behind disruptive coloration is the animal’s fur, feathers, skin, or exoskeleton is covered in contrasting designs or 
patterns that help to break up that animal’s shape. 
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 Comment From sue in CT  
the fawns have spots?  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
cute spots  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Right! 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
When we look at a White-tailed Deer fawn, they are covered in little white spots. These spots help the fawns to better 
blend in to their surroundings, and it breaks up their reddish-brown shape. 

 

  
See how well the deer fawn is camouflaged here? Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 
   
Comment From Guest  
The spots remind me of dappled sunlight, which I guess helps when they are napping.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Precisely. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Deer fawn also have no smell...which is a type of olfactory camouflage. They are really doing camouflage right. 
 

  
Comment From Susan in KY { *}>  
What kind of camouflage does Congo wear when pics are being taken ??? LOL  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The run-and-hide kind. 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
One of the most famous examples of disruptive camouflage will bring us across the ocean…to Africa. 
 

  
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Guesses? 
 

  
Comment From BarbG  
zebra  

 
 Comment From Guest  
Zebra  

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
leopard?  

 
 Comment From Susan in KY { *}>  
Leopard or cheetah ???  

 
 Comment From jmm  
zebra?  

 
 Comment From pmt in MA  
leopard  

 
 Comment From Sweetpea  
Leopard  

 
 Comment From Vivian in PA  
Leopards?  

 
 Comment From Kathy in NM  
Zebra  

 
 Comment From pmt in MA  
cheetah  

 
 Co  en    o  Mandi, PA ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
Zebra  

 
 Comment From lesley uk  
zebra  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Oh my goodness. See? I said it was famous. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
I'm talking about zebras (although the leopard theory would be right, too). 
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Can you see me? Photo Credit: Stephen Downes on Flickr 
  
Comment From cwerb  
there they are, plain as day.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
:) 
 

  
Comment From moms43 in PA  
Camouflage is an amazing thing.  

 
 Comment From jmm  
That zebra photo is amazing ... never knew how white, white and black, black could hide a creature!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
You might think that zebra’s bold black-and-white body makes it stand out as an easy target. That’s sort of true, but it’s not 
quite that simple. The bold shapes of a zebra’s stripes help to break up the animal’s shape. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
When the zebras are in a herd (as they often are), it can be difficult for a predator to pick out an individual since they all 
blend together! The bold patterns can also confuse the predator when the zebra is running away. 
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They blend together. 
 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
I can see how it would be hard to pick out just one!  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
how cool!  

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
awesome pic of zebra herd  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Kinda makes you dizzy, doesn't it?  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
I'll bet the stripes make everyone dizzy.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Some people call it the dazzling effect! Because it dazzles the predator. 
 

  
Comment From sue in CT  
learned something new re: zebra  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
they would dazzle the runways of Paris with those coats!  

 
 Comment From Dori  
don't move your head too fast  

 
 Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Btw the correct term for a group of zebra is a dazzle 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Fun fact! 
 

  
Comment From sue in CT  
i'm dazzled re: Raina's knowledge!  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
that is appropriate! they are dazzlers  

 
 Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
you can call them a herd, but to be specific its called a dazzle 
 

  
Comment From Dori  
and now we know why.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
:) 
 

  
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
So they (Zebras) herd in that way as protection?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Right. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Better odds that the individual won't be eaten! 
 

  
Comment From sue in CT  
thank you Raina re: herd/dazzle  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
That was Chapin jumping in with some fun Zebra facts. 
 

  
Comment From cwerb  
usually in the woods I can see the fawn by its spots. The other day one bolted right at me before taking off at 90 mph  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
This is a good time to point out that disruptive coloring often works so well for these animals because their primary 
predators don’t see color quite the same way that humans see color. So while black and white stripes might scream out to 

a human, if the predator doesn’t see the same array of colors that we do, the color contrast of the stripes compared to the 
surroundings might not be so obvious. It’s the design that counts. 

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
thank you Chapin you are a dazzler also  

 
 Comment From Dori  
Hi, Chapin. thanks for jumping in.  

 
 Comment From jmm  
Learning lots new - and pretty fascinating :) Thanks Raina...you so did your homework!  
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Disruptive coloration doesn’t always have to be so bold. Some animals use a combination of background matching and a 
form of disruptive camouflage (breaking up their shape). 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The Eastern Screech-owl is a master of camouflage. This tiny owl uses its plumage to blend in perfectly with tree bark! 
 

 

  
EASO 
 
 Comment From VA Kris  
ISn't that fabulous?  
 

 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Love that picture!  

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
Very cool..  

 
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
WOW!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The patterns on their feathers replicate bark. They have little feather tufts on top of their heads that they can stick up to 
break of their shape and help them blend better into a tree. Eastern Screech-owls can also mask their yellow eyes by 

narrowing their eyelids, which are covered in…feathers! 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Imagine having hair all over your eyelids? Gross. 
 

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
i want camo just like EASO  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
ooh..the tree has eyes.  

 
 Comment From FrankfromChicago  
Wow, can I use that owl picture as my back drop  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
It's from National Geographic. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Our education Eastern Screech-owl Alex is known for trying to camouflage herself when she in front of big crowds. She 
makes herself very skinny by pulling in her wings to her body, she sticks up her feather tufts, and she closes her eyes. 

 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
It's pretty cute. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
So, in the case of the EASO, the camouflage helps the animals to blend in with its surroundings. Another approach is to 
actually become your surroundings. Or…at least pretend. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
That’s called disguise. Or the more fun term “masquerade”. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
An animal can pretend to be another innocuous object found in its habitat. Like a rock. Or a stick. Or a leaf. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Take a look at the Snapping Turtle. They are big, strong, bulky turtles. Their hunting strategy tends to be more 
opportunistic. They aren’t quick and agile like some other aquatic turtles, so stalking prey would make them quite obvious. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Instead, they hang and pretend to be a rock, and they wait for something delicious to come along and they snatch it up! 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Here is a little tiny hatchling Snapping Turtle masquerading as a rock. 
 

 

   
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
As they get older, they will even grow algae on their shells…which helps them to look even MORE like a rock. Just like this 
patient. See all the green on his shell? He’s pretty much a rock. 
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Comment From CarolinGirl  
Awwww... remember all those baby snapping turtles Dr. M released?  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Barely visible, smart Turtle.  

 
 Comment From Dori  
That makes me think of a walking stick  

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
When I was young we used to have "walking stick" my grandma would call them. . Looked like a little stick that walked.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
You read my mind. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
There are some insects that have pretty incredible masquerading skills. Like the infamous stick insect that looks like a stick, 
just as its name suggests. 

 

  
Photo Source: National Geographic by Robert Sisson 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Or what about the leaf insect? Again…very creative name. 
 

 

  
Photo by Sandilya Theuerkauf, Wynaad 
 
 Comment From BarbG  
just fascinating  

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
I never heard of a leaf insect!  

 
 Comment From Renee in PA  
I seen one of these yesterday in the parking lot. It was very cool and quick.  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
that is so cool. I thought you were talking about the praying mantis. that is not it.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Nope, but they have some cool camouflage, too. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
While some animals disguise themselves as plants or rocks, others masquerade as another species. This is known as 
mimicry. 
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 Comment From lesley uk  
GN does that - he mimics humans  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Uh oh...where is he? Not here to defend himself? Skipping class? 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The Scarlet Kingsnake has red, pale yellow, and black banding. This snake's coloring is meant to mimic the coloring of the 
Coral snake, a venomous snake found in the Western United States. By mimicking a venomous snake, the Scarlet Kingsnake 

increases its chances of survival. Fewer animals want to take the risk of attacking a venomous snake! 
 

  
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Which is which? 
 

  
Comment From jmm  
I can never make myself think of poetry "Red/Yellow....Red/Black" when I see a snake.  

 
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
left is venomous.  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
I think the one on the left is the Coral.  

 
 Comment From Kali -TX  
red and yellow, kill a fellow - red and black, friend of jack  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Right side is Scarlet Kingsnake.  

 
 Comment From Kathy in NM  
Coral Snake is red next to yellow  

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Some of you would be dead! 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The left is the harmless Scarlet Kingsnake. The right is the venomous Coral Snake. 
 

  
Comment From cwerb  
Well I would have run away1  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Now, now. 
 

  
Comment From sue in CT  
LOL ms Raina  

 
 Comment From Dori  
I will not be petting either one.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Not a bad idea. And that's exactly what the Scarlet Kingsnake wants. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Eastern Ratsnakes also attempt to mimic a venomous snake – the Northern Copperhead. Their patterning as juveniles 
mimics the pattern of the Copperhead. Additionally, the Eastern Ratsnake will mimic behaviors and other characteristics of 

a venomous snake, such as flattening the head to make it look wider and more dangerous (venomous snakes typically have wider 
heads to accommodate their fangs) and even vibrating their tails to mimic a rattlesnake. 

 

  
A juvenile Eastern Ratsnake flattening its head. Photo Source: Virginia Herp Society 
    
Comment From sue in CT  
clever eastern ratsnakes  
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 Comment From jmm  
Viper head!!  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
I think I remember those facts about the Eastern  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
I believe Amanda went over this during her World Snake Day class in July. 
 

  
Comment From Dori  
crafty critter  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Next! 
 
  
Raina Krasner, WCV 
The Monarch Butterfly can make animals very sick if ingested (because they eat Milkweed). The Viceroy takes advantage of 
this deterrent by mimicking the Monarch pattern. 

 

  
Photo Source: http://www.hsu.edu/pictures.aspx?id=1989 
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Comment From Pat, NJ  
Yikes, which is which?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Guesses? 
 

  
Comment From jmm  
Viceroy says: "Dang that extra horizontal line!"  

 
 Comment From Kali -TX  
viceroy is the top one?  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Bottom Monarch?  

 
 Comment From Dori  
I think top one is viceroy but I have been wrong one other time.  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Viceroy is small  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Yes, the Viceroy would be smaller...but it's hard to tell that from this picture. 
 

  
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Guess bottom is Monarch  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
You're all wrong! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
You'd all be sick. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The top is the Monarch and the bottom is the Viceroy. That Viceroy got you good! 
 

  
Comment From Pat, NJ  
I surrender!  

 
 Comment From Guest  
ditto monarch caterpillars are poisonous and other caterpillars mimic them  

 
 Comment From Dori  
I rarely eat a butterfly  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Good thing, too. 
 

  
Comment From jmm  
Hmmm...I knew the Viceroy had the extra horizontal line.  
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 Comment From VA Kris  
Not me...I don't eat butterflies...  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
(good hint jmm) 
 

  
Comment From CarolinGirl  
RAINA!!!! Dang! I'm dead twice!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Some animals have “false” body parts. The American Kestrel has two eyespots on the nape of its neck. This deters 
predators from attacking, as the false eyes appear to be watching. If a mama kestrel tells her chicks “I’m watching you…I 

have eyes in the back of my head”, she kind of means it! 
 

  
Photo from the Hawk Mountain Nest Box Cam. Photo Source: watch.birds.cornell.edu 
    
Comment From VA Kris  
Can't creap up on that gal, can you?  

 
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
Raina, do you have a death wish for us?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
I do not. That's why I'm trying to teach you! 
 

  
Comment From katiesmom  
Wow! that is cool about the kestrel!  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Don't some butterflies have those "eyes" too?  
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 Comment From jeanUK  
Raina, do you have any pics of insects/animals that use artificial 'eyes' on their plumage/coats/skin. In UK, european Little Owls have 
large white spots on the backs of their heads so it looks like they've eyes in the back of their heads - something our teacher used to 
say about herself lol  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Yes, some do. I don't have any pictures of those though. But you're absolutely right. 
 

  
Comment From Sweetpea  
"Mom sees everything "  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
When we think about camouflage, we often think about animals blending in with their surroundings. But sometimes 
animals use color to stand out. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Skunks, for example, have the opposite of disruptive coloration. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Their patterns define their shape instead of breaking it up. Their coloration serves as a warning to other animals: “Watch 
out…I’m stinky!” 

 

  
Photo Source: National Geographic. Photograph by Gordon and Cathy Illg/Animals Animals—Earth Scenes 
  
Comment From sue in CT  
too cute!  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Tails up, everyone look out  
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 Comment From Deb in PA  
Oh, I'm late to camo class--scrolling up! (Did you already cover Duck Dynasty--the masters of camo! LOL) Just kidding--scrolling now!  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Saw 5 baby skunks walking so close together that they looked like one large white animal. They were getting away from us humans.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The Red-spotted Newt has a terrestrial eft (juvenile) stage and an aquatic adult stage. During the terrestrial stage, the newt 
is bright red, and during the aquatic stage, the newt turns a olive-brown. 

 

  
Photo Source: Virginia Herp Society 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
 
The bright red during the land stage warns off predators – newts can excrete a toxin from their skin if threatened, and their 

red color warns off potential predators. As an adult in the water, the newt can better blend in better with the mud and rocks when 
it is an olive-brown color. 
 

 Comment From sue in CT  
i thought i heard that baby skunks cannot spray at an early age true or false ms Raina  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
They can spray at around 6 weeks...but can't spray accurately until they are about 4 months old. 
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 Comment From Linda K  
Good afternoon everyone. I am so excited to see everyone on. I don't usually get to check in during the day.  

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
I hope a lot of people showed up for class today! They're missing a good one if they didn't!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Glad you're here! 
 

 
 Comment From CHM  
Do the MAJORITY of animals/insects, etc. use some kind of camouflage?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Good question. Not all animals rely on camouflage for their survival. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
I suppose the majority use some form of camouflage. 
 

 
 Comment From cwerb  
black bears must be horribly bad and blending with trees and such.  

 
 Comment From cwerb  
Thinking about the bears, I guess they don't need to change color to sneak up on berries and they don't have many predators except 
hummans  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Black Bears are a good example. They aren't exactly screaming out "Look at me!" with bright colors, but they don't need 
heavy-duty camouflage because they don't really need to hide. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
They aren't sneaking up on prey too often. Berries can't escape anyway. And not much is hunting them, aside from 
humans. And their dark coloring is probably enough camouflage to generally protect them. 

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
False on that baby skunk not spraying...believe me, they can stink up your dog pretty well  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
At a certain age, yes. 
 

  
Comment From jmm  
What about animals like peacocks that are just crazy stand out?  

 
 Comment From jmm  
I know it's to attract mates, but at what cost?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
You're right. It's at a cost. They stand to not just potential mates...but to predators, too. 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
So, again...not all animals rely on camouflage for their survival. But camouflage and coloration can be important for both 
predators and prey. It’s necessary for many animals to blend in with their surroundings so their activities aren’t too 

obvious. 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Camouflage helps mother birds incubate eggs: 
 

 

  
Mama Mallard with ducklings 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
It ensures that an owl can get a good day’s sleep: 
 

 

  
Why are you disturbing me? 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The camouflage of baby cottontails means they can hide from predators while they’re young and vulnerable! 
 

 

  
Eastern Cottontail rabbit babies hiding in their nest. 
 
 Comment From julia phx az  
awww i love ducks  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
So what happens when an animal’s camouflage is interrupted, affected, or altered? The results can be pretty bad. 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Remember “Sheldon”? Patient #13-1342 
 

 

  
"Sheldon", Eastern Box Turtle patient #13-1342 
 
 Comment From jmm  
Yes, the turtle.  

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
Sure do .  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
And of course you know Wilson, our education Box Turtle. 
 

 

  
Wilson the education Eastern Box Turtle 
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 Comment From Guest  
he looked like a stained glass window, poor thing!  

 
 Comment From Guest  
Wilson too? What a rotten thing to do to a turtle  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
AAARRRGGGHHH.....why do people do that???  

 
 Comment From CHM  
Is Wilson still that color? I didn't know that about him.  

 
 Comment From jmm  
I didn't know that Wilson also arrived 'in color' ... sad.  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Could be a death warrant. Ohh, Poor Wilson! I have not seen this photo before.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Box Turtles use concealing coloration as their camouflage. Their shells and the majority of their skin are brown in color. This 
helps the turtles to blend in with the leaves, dirt, trees, and rocks in their forest habitat. When Sheldon and Wilson were 

painted bright colors, their camouflage was ruined. The colors would make them stand out to potential predators, and that means 
they would be easy targets. 

 
 Comment From jmm  
What animal eats full-grown box turtles? I wouldn't think a healthy one would attract many predators.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Oh sure they do. Raccoons, hawks, eagles, fox, opossums... 
 

  
Comment From Anne in NoVa  
eagles eat the turtles at the lake i go to in the summer  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Albino or leucistic animals often don’t survive for very long. Their chances for survival are slim because they have no 
camouflage. 
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Albino Squirrel 
 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Congo would take care of this one!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
:( 
 

  
Comment From CarolinGirl  
I have a leucistic sparrow at my feeder....so far so good.  

 
 Comment From CHM  
The area around Brevard, NC is famous for white squirrels, and somehow generations have survived. Mysterious.  

 
 Comment From jmm  
We have a leucistic alligator at my zoo. He's lucky to be a zoo animal because he would die of sunburn.  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Just kidding Raina! :)  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
I mentioned earlier that some animals rely on seasonal changes to cue their change in camouflage (e.g. the arctic fox, the 
snowshoe hare). 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
These animals often rely a lot of the changes in light in the fall and spring to tell them when to change their coats. While 
the changes in light remain the same, the temperatures globally are generally rising. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
So the snowshoe hare changes her coat just when she thinks she is supposed to based on the change in daylight. But the 
warmer temperatures mean that snow is coming later in the season…and there are bright white hares on brown ground. 
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Photo Source: L.S. Mills/Elise Andrews 
 
 Comment From sue in CT  
so sad this global warming  

 
 Comment From Susan in KY { *}>  
Waiting here for chameleon pics . . . .  

 
 Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Question for Raina to be put on hold for class tomorrow:What causes critters or animals to be able to change their color in different 
surroundings? Does it start through what their eyes see?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
I won't be talking about chameleons today...but the way these animals change the color of their skin has to do with 
biochromes in the skin, and the animal's ability to control the release of pigment into the skin. It was just too much to add 

to my discussion...but maybe another time! 
 
 Comment From jmm  
Climate change depresses me...so it seems a good time for some conservation education, Raina!  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Do you think that hare knows she's not hidden?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
They apparently do not know. This photo was from an NPR article, and the researcher who took the photo specifically 
noted that the hares behaved as though they were hidden. 
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 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Ruining chances of survival. :(  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Well, we're just about finished. Isn’t camouflage just such a fascinating topic? 
 

  
Comment From moms43 in PA  
Very interesting class today!  

 
 Comment From moms43 in PA  
The first 4 pix you posted are really very hard to see what is hidden!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Oh right! The photos...let's take a look at those again. 
 

   

 
Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Guesses for this one... 
 

  
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Owl  

 
 Comment From Guest  
first one is an owl  

 
 Comment From Renee in PA  
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Owls everywhere...  
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
Wow, that first one with the owl is something else.  

 
 Comment From Dori  
That first owl pic gets an A+ for countershading  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
More like background matching! 
 

  
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
#1 is an Owl  

 
 Comment From CAL  
Owl  

 
 Comment From jmm  
Owl on the tree  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
owl  

 
 Comment From Guest  
Owl.  

 
 Comment From Guest  
Owl  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Good eye. 
 

 

  
Great Gray Owl 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
And this one... 
 

 

  
Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV 
(hint: it's my favorite animal) 
 

  
Comment From Vicki Phx AZ  
This one I couldn't find.  

 
 Comment From CAL  
Wolf  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
The rest 'stumped' me!  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
wolf  

 
 Comment From Melinda in NC  
wolf  

 
 Comment From Guest  
Wolf.  

 
 Comment From Doris  
That's the one I couldn't figure out...  

 
 Comment From Linda in Suffolk, VA  
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Beautiful wolf.  
 
 Comment From PlayerB  
Coyote behind tree  

 
 Comment From Kathy in NM  
wolf  

 
 Comment From Vicki Phx AZ  
Wolf! finally saw him.  

 
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
wolf  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Yes! 
 

 

  
Gray Wolf 
 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Now I see him! Wolf  
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Raina Krasner, WCV 
And... 
 

 

  
Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Leopard in the dry grass  

 
 Comment From CAL  
Leopard  

 
 Comment From Vicki Phx AZ  
Cheetah  

 
 Comment From Doris  
He is pretty, very well hidden...  

 
 Comment From Melinda in NC  
Leapord  

 
 Comment From Guest  
Leopard.  

 
 Comment From Kali -TX  
leopard - bottom right  
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Leopard 
    
Comment From Melinda in NC  
oops..typed too fast. Leopard  

 
 Comment From jmm  
beautiful cat  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Last but not least...and I think this one might be the hardest 
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Photo Credit: Art Wolfe 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Shucks! Looked at the trees not the foreground.  

 
 Comment From Kali -TX  
partridge (i think?)  

 
 Comment From CAL  
Bird  

 
 Comment From jmm  
Turtle?  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Night Jar of some type...  

 
 Comment From Linda in Suffolk, VA  
Bird. Nighthawk?  

 
 Comment From Melinda in NC  
bird of some type  

 
 Comment From Doris  
bird  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
I see a small bird here.  

 
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
maybe a pheasant in the front. 
 

 Comment From Guest  
Nighthawk.  

 
 Comment From Vicki Phx AZ  
A bird, not sure which one.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Sorry...having some technical difficulties! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
It is a nightjar. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
There we go! 
 

 
 Comment From Dori  
Great job on the class Raina, many thanks!!!  
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Nightjar 
  
Comment From Vicki Phx AZ  
I've never heard of a nightjar. Very interesting look to them!  

 
Comment From JC in NC  
Wonderful class, Raina. Very well-prepared and very interesting. THANK YOU!  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
2 points for me!  

 
 Comment From Doris  
The wolf was the only one I couldn't find...great class Raina!  

 
 Comment From Dolo in RI  
Excellent class! Thank you for the all the work involved to present such an excellent class!  

 
 Comment From CarolunSC  
Very interesting info. Thanks, Raina.  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
The answer is: Owl, wolf, leopard and some kind of night jar...  

 
 Comment From jmm  
Very fascinating - and I learned alot - and am so glad that I had the opportunity to attend...thanks so much.  

 
 Comment From BarbG  
fantastic class-I learned so much-thanks  
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 Comment From Kathy in NM  
Great class - fun and informative! Thanks Raina!  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Thank you Raina!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Thanks for joining us today! This was a really fun topic for me to research. I hope everyone learned something new (I know 
I did...several things!). 

 
 Comment From Keith in FL.  
Thanks Raina.  

 
 Comment From Cathy in Poquoson  
Thank you for a fascinating class!  

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
wow-wee! awesome class today ms Raina. love love love WCV  

 
 Comment From Kali -TX  
wonderful class, raina. (right church wrong pew on partridge vs nightjar...lol)  

 
 Comment From APK in FL  
Great class Raina! Learned so much. Thank you.  

 
 Comment From jmm  
I didn't see the wolf either...and totally thought I spotted a turtle by the bird. Thanks Raina, I learned a lot that I can use in my real 
life. :)  

 
 Comment From CHM  
Very interesting class, thanks! (Sometimes hungry bears don't care about blending in or being less obvious: 
http://www.koat.com/news/new-mexico/albuquerque/officials-bear-climbs-into-house/-/9153728/21873652/-/cv4jci/-
/index.html)  

 
 Comment From klewis AZ  
Raina, thank you so much for today’s lessons. So much to learn, presented so well, small bits, with examples and thoughtful 
explanations and involving all of us…. You are a delightful teacher – we are blessed to have you.  

 
 Comment From Vicki Phx AZ  
Wonderful class and a lot of great information! Thank you Raina!  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Super class Raina!! Creation just amazes me!  

 Comment From Sweetpea  
Thank you Raina. Excellent class!! A+ for teacher.  

 
 Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Is this a pass or fail class, Raina? Like the 1912 8th grade test into High School, LOL  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Well...maybe. Although a few of you almost died from misidentifying poisonous and venomous creatures! More like pass or 
get sick! 

 
 Comment From Linda in Suffolk, VA  
Great class today! Thanks, Raina!!  
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 Comment From Pat, NJ  
Another great session today. Thank you Raina for all of your hard work in putting it together.  

 
 Comment From jmm  
And, Raina, watch the transformer owl sometime when you have a chance. It's really cool.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Oh, I've seen that...very cool. 
 

  
Comment From jeanUK  
I guessed the Nightjar, we have those in uk (different subspecies). Thank you so much Raina for a very enjoyable session and posting 
such interesting photos to illustrate your information.  

 
 Comment From 33mama  
Lots of good information! Thanks Raina!  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Oooo...almost missed the wolf....  

 
 Comment From Pat in WI  
Thanks, and Happy Birthday, Raina!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Thanks...a couple days early! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Someone sent me wolf card and I LOVE it. 
 

  
Comment From CAL  
Ha! Watching the bears, who are checking out a new igloo that just arrived outside their pen! They spotted it immediately.  

 
 Comment From Renee in PA  
Now that was fun and very informative. Thank you Raina!!!  

 
 Comment From julia phx az  
can you zoom out so when its time to feed buddy we can watch thank you for the class too  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Probably! 
 

 
 Comment From Guest  
Are the bears fed fish? It looks like one of them is eating a fish.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Yup! 
 

  
Comment From Guest  
Oh my goodness.....duh I just figured out how Buddy's tether works since we got the zoom in look...it is like he is on a runner? his tie 
is attached to the green line and his guns along that ...is that correct....thanks Raina and cant wait to start class  
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Correct. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
But it's teal :) 
 

  
Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
Hello! We would like to know how the bears get their food?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Hi class! 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
There is a "food drop" on the wall. It opens so our staff and students can drop the food into the ground. 
 

  
Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
Why do the bears play fight?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
They are young and FULL of energy. They are building up their skills and strength...and burning off some energy. 
 

  
Comment From Guest  
Buddy was flying aaround a bit during class. Wonder if he was fed then?? Couldnt see if anyone was in with him  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
I don't think so. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Mrs. MacKenzie's class...where are you joining us from? 
 

  
Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
Thank you so much! How are the bears able to climb so well?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Black Bears are excellent climbers. They have strong arms and paws that allow them to climb. Sometimes you can watch 
them balancing on the logs...they aren't always so graceful :) 

 
 Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
We are from Commack, NY (Long Island) We are having snack and watching the bears! We love them.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
So glad to have you here...and hello students! I wonder if your snacks are anything that bear cubs might enjoy? 
 

 Comment From VA Kris  
**Waving to Mrs. MacKenzies' class**  

 
 Comment From sue in CT  
hi 2nd graders  
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 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Do you have any fruit? Or vegetables? Or maybe some yummy fish? 
 

  
Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
Yes, we have a banana and an apple. Hello everyone!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Delicious. Keep them away from the cubs! 
 

  
Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
Do the bears bite?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
They certainly can...but the humans don't touch them. We keep a very safe distance. 
 

  
Comment From CAL  
Yummy RAW fish!  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Ha Ha...not acorns, right?  

 
 Comment From jmm  
The cubbies would love to share your banana and apples!  

 
 Comment From Pat, NJ  
Hi class. Join us anytime.  

 
 Comment From Sweetpea  
Welcome Mrs MacKenzie and class to critter cam.  

 
 Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
How old are the bears?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
They are all different ages...but they are only several months old. 
 

 
 Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
How did the center catch them?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
The Wildlife Center is a hospital, so these cubs were brought to us by police officers, park rangers, and biologists who found 
the cubs after they were hurt or orphaned. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
Sadly, most of the cubs came to us after their mothers were injured and had to leave them behind. We're taking good care 
of them until they are old enough to be released into the wild. 

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Mrs. McKenzie, maybe your 2nd graders would like to set up a cam in the classroom time....it's lots of fun for them and CN too!!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
We would love that!  
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Comment From Kali -TX  
Mrs MacKenzie and class, you can find a lot of information about the cubs here http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-
patients/black-bear-cubs-2013  

 
 Comment From Janeinstpetefl  
Welcome Mrs. MacKenzies class! There are two sets of cub twins and one set of triplets here. But who knows now which is which? 
Ha, ha.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
That's true. When they came in, they all looked very different. Now it is hard to tell them apart! 
 

  
Comment From VA Kris  
There are some videos showing the cubs when they were very, very small and being hand fed. Have you seen those?  

 
 Comment From Dori  
Welcome class. What a great way to spend your snack time.  

 
 Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
We have not seen the videos...we will be sure to watch them. Monday was our first day of school so we just started watching. 
Thank you all so much!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Thanks for joining us! We love talking to new teachers and students. I hope you come back again soon. 
 

  
Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
We have one more question. How can you tell if they are boys or girls?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
We can't tell by looking at them from far away. We have to look up close. Unfortunately, it's hard to get close enough to 
them right now to tell if they are male (boy) or female (girl). 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
When they were tiny and less strong and dangerous, we were able to give them physical exams and tell if they were boys 
or girls. 

 
 Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
Thank you...we are so excited to be learning about black bears!  

 
 Comment From jeanUK  
welcome Ms MacKenzies Second Graders. There are people also watching this cam from other countries in the world, including 
England.  

 
 Comment From Kali -TX  
here is some information about Cam in Classroom http://wildlifecenter.org/education-programs/online-opportunities  

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMkNFOZ8fmM 
 
 Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
Squeals of cuteness!!!  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV 
That bear is pretty cute! Well...he's much bigger now. And you're watching him on the Critter Cam! I just don't know which 
one he is... 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/black-bear-cubs-2013
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/black-bear-cubs-2013
http://wildlifecenter.org/education-programs/online-opportunities
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMkNFOZ8fmM
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 Comment From Pat, NJ  
Love that one.  

 
 Comment From Renee in PA  
Hi Mrs. MacKenzies class...Originally from LI myself.  

 
 Comment From Lora in NE Ohio  
Welcome Mrs MacKenzies second graders! We all LOVE watching the bear cam. They make us laugh outloud and smile and we learn 
so much from Raina and others who work at Wildlife Center of Virginia.  

 
 Comment From CarolinGirl  
Bless him. He kept opening his mouth for mor even though it was nasty!!  

 
 Comment From Lora in NE Ohio  
I think all of us have tasted medicine that made us have that look!  

 
 Comment From Sweetpea  
That cub video is on the top of my favorite list.  

 
 Comment From Janeinstpetefl  
And new class, you can also watch this from home on the computer with your families!  

 
 Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
I watched the eagle cam for years with my classes and they LOVED watching and learning about the eagles. Shoebutton would email 
us from time to time. I am so excited to be watching all the bear cubs...they just learn so much.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
That's excellent! 
 

  
Comment From Mrs. MacKenzies Second Graders  
Hi Renee...originally from LI  

 
 Comment From VA Kris  
Raina...can you show the comparison photo of the broken toe bear on moving day?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV 
Sure! 
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A remarkable comparison -- this is a photo of cub #13-0425: then, and now! - See more at: http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-
corner/current-patients/black-bear-cubs-2013#sthash.2NYthUXv.dpuf 
  
Comment From Sweetpea  
Mrs MacKenzie you should check on the other 2 cams also.  

 
 Comment From Becky Carr  
When will the bear cubs be released?  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We think about mid-January. Still have a while to go! 
 

  
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Another great day. Added a new class to the roster and wonderful session with Raina. What more could one ask for!  
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